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According to this philosophy the prestige of a State
is very seriously affected by whether it has or has
not conquered savages. In fact the glory of a

European nation is not only increased by the
acquisition of territory outside Europe ; it appears
to be also diminished by the mere fact of such
acquisition by some other nation. We have the
authority of a French Prime Minister for the
doctrine that the seizure of Cyprus by Britain was a
blow at the prestige of France, and that the glory of
France could only recover its brightness through the
French seizure of some other territory either in
Tonkin or Tunis, or preferably in both* The
acquisition of South-West Africa and other
colonies by Germany is frequently represented by
British historians and politicians as striking at, not
only Britain's commercial and strategic interests,
but also at her prestige. It may be of interest to
note that this strange phenomenon in the world and
psychology of nations has its counterpart in the
world and psychology of classes, The acquisition
of white lace-curtains and an aspidistra, or in
another class of a motor car or a footman, confers
social prestige; but everyone must have observed
the further fact that the acquisition of one of these
possessions by an individual A^ is regarded as an